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ON SELF-EXAMINATION. 


THE Duty of Self-Examination is frequently commanded in the 
Holy Scriptures, and the reasons for repeatedly urging us to en- 
gage diligently in this important work are very evident to every 
thinking mind: We are in continual danger of being imposed up- 
on by the flattering vanities of the world, the crafty suggestions 
of satan, and the treachery of our own sensual appetites, desires, 
and tempers. We are liable to be deceived by our own vain hopes 
of heavenly happiness, and because we have providentially acquired 
new afd enlarged views of the excellency of Christ, and of the 
efficacy of his atoning Blood, we are in jeopardy of resting in no- 
tions and religious principles, substituting them for the Life and 
Power of GODLINEsS. Let us, therefore, examine ourselves in 
the fear of God ;—and, by the light of his Word and Spirit, search 
diligently and deep into our own hearts ; bringing our thoughts, 
words and actions to the infallible touch-stone ; let us prove our 
repentance, whether it be thorough, or only superficial ;—examine 
our faith, whether it be notional, or saving, and working by love ; 
—our obedience, whether it be universal,“er partial. { 


. yr 
1. It is a matter greatly to be lamented, that in these gospel 


days, thege are too many professors who never set about the duty; 
or, at least, who grow weary of it, before they have attained to 
that proficiency therein, whichis absolutely necessary for the souls’ 
welfare. They will pray, and read, and hear sermons, and at- 
tend upon religious duties ; nevertheless, they cannot be persuad- 
ed to look inward, to commune with their own hearts, and hold 
a proper intelligence with themselves. They do not take suffi- 


cient pains to try in what state they are ; whether they are born 
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of God, or not ; whether they are; walking after the Spirit, or 
after the flesh. They re-examine which way they may be rich 
and great in the world, but neglect to prepare for the enjoyment 
of the riches and honours of eternity! They are daily enquiring, 
what news from fleets, and from armies, from the Indies, or from 
the continent ; but when do any of them seriously ask his own 
heart this important question, “O my soul! what will become 
of thee, when thou leavest this earthly tabernacle ?” How averse 
we are to a personal treaty with our own consciences? We know 
not how it is with our souls, and have not any inclination to pry 
into such matters. 


As we neglect to commune with our consciences about the 
work of conversion, so we do not advise with them about our ac- 
tions, either before, or after the performance of them. We do 
not enquire, whether the business we are going to engage in, be 
lawful, or unlawful ; or whether it be expedient, or inexpedient ? 
Many are satisfied if the matter be good, but do not examine them- 
selves about the manner, principles, ends, and motives. 


2. As it is impossible to be real Christians without we practise 
the duty. of Self-examination, so it is necessary there should be 
some measuring line, some standard or rule, to try ourselves by ; 
but herein too many are greatly defective. We examine ourselves 
by some sudden emotion, or by the good opinion of our friends, or 
the lives of others, or by some easy rule which we have made for 
ourselves; and through these methods we are miserably deceived. 
O how loth are we, thatthe light of God’s Word and Spirit should 
be let down into the dark cells of our hearts! How averse to be 
examined by the Scripture, though we must be tried by it at the 
last day. As he is a good text-man, who compares Scripture 
with Seripture ; so he is a wise man, who compares the Scripture 
and his own heart together, that credits his conscience only, when 
it hath the approbation of the Prophets and Appostles. 


3. Some defer this work till a season of affliction or sickness 
overtake them ; then, perhaps, the house is searched for the old 
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jeaven ; whereas we should keep a petty sessions in our con- 
sciences every day, and exert ourselves to know the botom of the 
projects, devices, and workings of our hearts. When going to 
prayer, we should examine ourselves, whether we have a single 
eye, or are double-minded. And when we come off from the duty, 
we should enquire what enlargements, quickenings, meltings, 
humblings we had ; what promises, admonitions, or threatenings 
were applied by the Spirit? When going to a sermon, we should 
consider what disposition and frame of mind we are in, to hear 
the word of God? What oil we want, that we may obtain a 
supply ? When retiring to rest, we should examine our hearts, 
how the day hath been spent, what sins were committed, what 
duties done, and how discharged ; what temptations were resist- 
ed, what mercies received, and what growth and increase of 
Grace we have obtained? When preparing for a visit, we should 
consider, how we may honour God in such company ? What are 
their wants, that we may endeavour to supply them ? What are 
their temptations and discouragements, that we may labour to 
support them? What are their graces, that we may profit by 
them ? Upon our return, we should then ask, What good have 
we done, or received, in that company? Were we eyes to: the 
blind, feet to the lame ? Did we labour to bring our friends near- 
er to Jesus Christ ? Did we help them forward in the way of justi- 
fication, or sanctification ? When going into the shop or field, do 
we ask ourselves,  O my soul! for whom dost thou labour, for 
thyself, or for God? Whose servant wilt thou be to-day, the 
world’s or Christ’s ? How many snares are on every side, and 
how great is thy danger, if God prevent not by special grace! 
What need hast thou of Almighty Power to keep thee, that thou 
mayest retain thy sweetness amidst bitter waters ?” 


4. But alas! How seldom do we reflect on our words, or si- 
ience ; on our speaking, or hearing ; on our behaviour abroad, or 
at home ? When do we consider, what our affections were most 
sct upon, in such a place, in such an hour ; and what was our des 
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meanor toward God, and toward our neighbour? If we would ex- ’ 
amine ourselves as oft as we need, we must doit always. Ii we 
neglect this duty, the very Heathen will rise up in judgment and 
condemn us.’ Seneca says, “I use every evening to plead my 
“ cause with myself: whenthe candle is gone, and all silent, | re- 
‘“« view all that I have said or done in the day: I hide nothing 
«‘ from my own scrutiny ; I pass by nothing.” Pythagoras gave 
this severe rule to his scholars, “ That they should no night suf. 
“* fer sleep to seize their senses, till they had three times recalled 
“ the accidents and passages of the day: What evil have I com- 
mitted ? What good have [ omitted?” Except our righteous- 
ness exceed the righteousness of the Heathen, how can we hope 
for salvation? O professing Christian! how art thou deceived 
with vain confidence ? How hast thou cried, “ The temple of the 
Lord! I have Abraham to my father! while moral Heathens 
have been better acquainted with their hearts, than thou art ? 


5. We take the glass and examine ourselves in it ; what is dis- 
covered amiss in our hair, in the face, or in the body, we rectify 
it thereby ; and shall we not be as anxious to view our souls in 
the faithful mirror of God’s Word, the perfect Law of Liberty ? , 
Doth it discover no spots, no neglects, no failings ? With this glass 
in thy hand, enter upon a strict scrutiny,—confer with thyself,— 
reflect upon thyself,—humble thyself, till thou art ashamed, till 
thou abhorrest thyself in dust and ashes before the Lord. 


G. All that are truly UPRIGHT, are careful to commune with 
their own consciences, to explore their hearts assiduously, lest any 
lust should be concealed, as Rachel covered her idols. Every sin- 
cere soul desires, above all things, to be searched to the bottom, 
lest any branches of the root of unbelief should still remain within 
them: Their language is, “ Examine me, O Lord, and prove mey 
‘¢ as artificers do their gold and silver; try my reins and.my heart, 


“ the most inward motions ef my soul ; search me more deeply 
*« and thoroughly than the world can do.” Unsound hearts have 
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a Dalilah within ;,; they cannot endure a close investigation, lest 
they should discover what they are unwilling to see, and so be 
obliged to judge and condemn themselves for that whiclt they love 


more than a right hand, or a right eye. 


7. If we neglect the Duty of faithful Examination, the conse- 
quences will be dreadful: a deadly carelessness will insensibly steal 
in upon us: our sins will grow bolder and stronger, and more 
easily beset us; the work of repentance will be impeded, if not 
entirely obstructed ; innumerable sins, which we are daily guilty 
of, will pass away unobserved, with those circumstances attend- 
ing them which increase their magnitude. Like the foolish virgins, 
we shall not know we are undone, till it be too late. Are you 
not sorely vexed when a friend imposes upon you, or a neighbour 
supplants you? -But O! how will it pierce your souls, to be de- 
ceived by yourselves? And how great will your confusion be, 
when this deceit shall be manifested, when yousee yourselves frus- 
trated of all your hopes of Heaven and happiness! How will you 
be astonished and confounded, when you shall say, Alas! we 
«€ looked for Heaven but behold Hell! we expected salvation, but 
«€ behold eternal destruction !” 


8. If we are loth to see how it is with us now, how shall we 
be able to behold what will be disclosed in the Day of Judgment ? 
For then the Books must be opened, and every page of thy con- 
science will be unfolded. God will bring to light every hidcen 
work: Thy inward parts, which are very wickedness, shall be 
made manifest! You complain, that you have no time for reflec- 
tion and examination ; but God is about to strip you, to ease you 
of your callings: You shall come naked to his Bar; you shall have 
no family business to interrupt your examination: there shall be 
a fair trial, but a sad one: Your sins shall find you out. If you 
will not now try yourselves by his Word, God will try you by your 
works! Wherefore, seeing, that all the secrets of our souls must 
be brought forth, and revealed before men and angels, is it not 
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infinitely better, now, to enter upon the work of self-judging, and | 
self-condemning, that we may be humbled under the mighty hand 
of God, and flee by faith to the wounds of Christ Jesus, and there- 


by receive, through him, perfect remission of sins, and an inherit- 
ance among the sanctified ? 


——ie —- 


THE HAPPINESS OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE. 


IN a lovely valley between the chalky cliffs of Chaldee, water- 
ed by a perennial stream from the ancient Euphrates, Barcas, de- 
scended from the patriarch of old, had pitched his tents. A tow- 
cring oak, venerable with age, the shadow of whose spreading 
branches offered a cooling retreat from the noontide rays, stood 
before them ; and behind them a lofty grove of citrons and pome- 
granates, delighted the eyes of the traveller, and gave its spicey 
odours to the fluttering breeze. His doors were always open to 
the stranger and the fatherless; the indigent found him a generous 
benefactor, and the oppressed a powerful protector. He delight- 
ed to remove the chilling hand of poverty from the unfortunate, 
and to pour the balm of comfort into the breast of the friendless. 
Filled with the generous principles, of virtue and beneficence, he 
was not contented with enjoying happiness himself, but desirous of 
extending it to all the human race. 


He always pitched his tents within sight of some principal road, 
that the weary traveller might find refreshment, and rest securely 


after the toils of the day. 


Among the rest that visited the hospitable tents of Barcas, was 
Selim, prince of Aden, who had been driven from his country by 
the Sophi of Persia. His countenance was clouded with cares and 
disappointments, and his attention wholly employed in meditating 
on his misfortunes. 


Barcas received the unfortunate stranger with that cordial af- 
fection, which had endeared him to all the inhabitantsof the neigh- 
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bouring countries. He treated him in the most hospitable manner, 
and endeavoured, by a cheerful and engaging conversation, to 
banish that melancholy which preyed upon his mind; but finding 
all his endeavours fruitless, he thus addressed the prince of Aden: 


« Some misfortunes, heavier than those common to the sons of 
men, have doubtless fallen upon thee, and thy spirits are unable 
to support the ponderous weight. But tell me, thou that hast 
drank deep of the cup of affliction, is it impossible to remove the 
cause of thy grief, or to mitigate thy sorrow? is the dart of afflic- 
tion pierced so far into thy breast that it cannot be drawn, and is 
the wound tow deep to admit of acure? Remember that the path 
of life lies along the margin of the river of adversity, and every 
human being is obliged to drink often of its bitter stream. But let 
not the misfortunes common to ail the children of men discourage 
us, nor deprive us of those innocent pleasures whigh the bountiful 
Father of the universe hathscattered around us witha liberal hand,” 


« Thy reasonings, Barcas, replied the stranger, art doubtless 
just: but misfortunes like mine are too many to be removed, and 
too heavy to be supported. Thou canst not be a stranger to the 
melancholy state of Selim, Prince of Aden. He lately flourished 
like a tall cedar on the mountains, and was eminently distinguish- 
ed among the Princes of the earth. The oppressed of different 
nations implored his protection, and at his command the proud ty- 
rants of the neighbouring countries laid the rod ef oppression aside. 
But the haughty Persian prevailed against him, and laid all his 
honours in the dust. His populous cities are destroyed, and deluged 
with the blood of their inhabitants ; his fruitful fields are turned 
into a desert, and his wives and children captives in the house of 
an imperious master. O Barcas! can misfortunes like these be 
supported with patience, or lessened by the generous aid of friend- 
ship? I well know, that if thy wisdom can point out a remedy for 
my grief, thy sincere desire of being serviceable to all the sons and 
daughters of affliction, will not suffer thee to conceal it: but this, 
1 fear, is a task beyond thy power.” 
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« Selim, replied the shepherd of Chaldee, thy misfortunes are 
eertainly very grievous, and heavy to be borne; but let not thy 
hours be spent in fruitless complainings, nor dare to pry into the 
arcana of Heaven. Call not the afflictive turns of life evil, till 
thou art able to comprehend the intention for which they were 
sent; and the good which, for ought thou knowest, may arise 
from them. View thyself with care and sincerity, and take a true 
list of all thy vices ; remember the all-wise Being is best acquaint- 
ed with thy frame, and considers thou art but a child of dust. 
Blame not the Governor of the universe because thou canst not 
search the profundity of his measures, nor find out the depth of 
his judgments ; consider thy sight at present is very imperfect, 
and confined within very narrow bounds. But thou shalt soon 
put off the veil of mortality, and thou shalt then be capable of sur- 
veying things which are now invisible. The clouds of misfortune 
and vapours of affliction shall be then dispersed, by the brightness 
of a clearer sun: the heavens shall no longer frown, but the sky 
exhibit a prospect of smiling serenity. The thunders of affliction 
shall no longer utter their hoarse voices, and the billows of grief 
which now rage, shall sink inte a calm. Then shall the system 
of Providence be revealed, and the ways of heaven made known 
to the children of men. Learn therefore, Selim, to govern the un- 
ruly passions of thy repining soul, and reign emperor over thyself. 
Remember that the things thou hast lost, were only lent thee by 
that Being who formed the universe, and who hath not wrested 
them from thee by a tyrant’s arm; but for what purpose is impos- 
sible to be known, nor should wretched mortals dare to enquire. 
Submit thyself, therefore, to his pleasure, and bare thy misfortunes 
with constancy and resignation. Wait with patience and submis- 
sion, till thou art taken from the regions of mortality, and then 
thou shalt receive the reward of all thy labours.” 

These reflections revived the heart of Selim, and his counte- 


nance became tranquil and serene. He thanked the generous 
Barcas for his friendly advice, and departed from his hospitable 
tents in peace. 
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THE PIOUS MINISTER’S COVENANT WITH GOD. 


The following Copy of a Covenant Engagement with GOD, 
was found among the papers of Mr. H AY, after his de- 
ceéase ; and we have reason to believe, that it was his un- 

¥ wearied study and care to conform to the terms ef it daily. 

We hope by making it public, that it will be useful to every 

Believer who conscientiously regards his Covenant with the 


Almighty. 


“O MY God, and my father’s God, who keepest covenant and 
mercy to a thousand generations, I prostrate myself at the foot- 
stool of thy throne, and allured by thine ineffable grace, J join 
myself to Thee, in an EVERLASTING COVENANT, never to be 
forgotten. Receive, | beseech thee, thy revolted creature, now con- 
vinced of thy right to him ; and desireth nothing so much as that 
he may be thine. This day, I renew my vows: I reiterate the sa- 
cred obligation. Let my soul collect all its powers: let me en- 
tirely devote myself to thee: let me confirm every former en- 
gagement, and if it be possible, make ties more strong. 


With what pleasure do I reflect on the obligations I am under 
to thee, and would not be free from them for ten thousand worlds. 
J never knew a happy moment until I was thine. All my joys 
are dated from that blessed period. From thence they took their 
rise, and from thence they will forever flow. O! Therefore, let 
me joyfully renew my vows to thee.- Let thy Holy Spirit instruct 
me how to confirm them: and impress upon my glowing beart, 
the signature of an heir of glory. Let him teach me the devo- 
tion of angels, and impart to me their flames. Let all be noble, 
pathetic, and solemn, as their immortal vows. I would bind my- 
self beyond the ties that mortals know. | would have my obli- 
gations sacred, unchangeable, and everlasting, as the covenant 
to which they relate. I take heaven and earth to record this 
day, and appeal to the Most High Gop, from whom wo disguise 
can veil my thoughts, even thy sacred Name, O LorD, | dare 
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attest, whose favour is my life, and whose anger is the only thing 
! have to fear. 


{ renounce the world and all its flattering vanities, and take 
the Supreme GOD for my portion and happiness. No a of 
my life was ever more deliberate and voluntary. My soul gives 
its entire and cordial assent, and offers up all its powers to thee. 
{make noreserve. Thou hast my whole, my undivided heart. 
With the utmost solemnity, I consecrate to thee my whole per- 
son, body, soul, and spirit; every member of my body, every fa- 
culty of my mind; understanding, will, reason, conscience, and 
memory; renouncing every other lord and master. To thee I 
surrender myself, my worldly possessions, my time, talents, use- 
fulness, and influence ovef others; together with the beloved 


partner of my life, and the dear pledges of our vows. All that — 


{ have, all that [ am, all that I have received from thee, I bring 
thee with cheerful heart, and lay it down at thy feet. Reject 
them not, O LorD, because they are poor and unworthy of thy 
acceptance ; but condescend to receive thy own gifts, returned 
back to thee witha grateful mind. Let them be used entirely 
for thy glory, and henceforth employed, in obedience to thy com- 
mands. Teach me always to hold myself in an attentive posture, 
fo observe the first intimations of thy will; and may I spring 
forward with zeal and readiness, to the immediate execution of 
it: And grant my earnest desire and humble resolution, that I 
may continue thine, through all the ages of eternity, 


To thy discretion also, [ resign myself, and all the above, to be 
disposed of by thee, in such a manner, as thou shalt in thy infin- 
ite wisdom judge most subservient to the purposes of thy glory. 
To thee I leave, with conscious confidence, the care of futurity, 
and the management of all events; and say without reserve, 
“not my will, but thine be done.” Leave me not to choose for 
myself. Give me no advantage, but what 1 may employ for thy 
glory. Gfant me every good and perfect gift, though I ask it 
not with the fervency it deserves. Cancel every prayer, whick 
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has not been agreeable to thy will. I retract every pertition, 
whose success will not centre in thy glory. It is thee, and not 
myself, | would honour. I would live, ] would die unto thee, O 
Lord. On full experience, I have found all the objects of time 
and*Schse to be vanity anda lie. With pleasure I have seen my 
favourite schemes and purposes, perishing in view of thy superior 
wisdom. When abandoned by every object of desire, and by ev- 
ery name of joy and of confidence upon earth, I rejoice in the con- 
viction of their insufficiency. I bless the happy instances that 
have thrown a reproach on all human trust, that have torn my 
heart from earth, and broke my engagement with every thing 
below, and more firmly united me to thee, thou supreme and 
sovereign Good. I am convinced there is no relation so near 
and intimate, as that which subsists between God and sanctified 
souls. He is their God, and they are his people. This is all my 
salvation, and all my desire. For my part I disdain all dignity, 
I renounce all honour, save what arises from my union with, and 
my relation to the Saviour; by whose blood I am washed from my 
sins, and whose Spirit | implore, to reside in me continually; that 
my very body may be the Temple of the Holy Ghost. Let me be 
filled more abundantly with his fruits, and with his graces. Let . 
me experience all his sanctifying and saving operations; that | may 
put off this weakness, this infancy, this childhood, and advance to 
the state of a perfect man in Christ Jesus. And whatever else 
thou art pleased to deny me, grant me the free gift of God, which 
is eternal life, through Jesus Christ my Lord, 


In my dangerous journey through human life, O God intrust me 
not to my own act, nor leave me to the advice of my own coun- 
sel; for my strength is weakness, my wisdom is folly, and my 
light darkness. Thou art witness to the tears I have shed over 
myself, and over my inexcusable follies and neglects. My purpo- 
ses and resolutions are all weak, as the arm of man that shall die, 
and the son of man who is grass. O send forth thy light and thy 
truth, that they may guide me, and stablish all my steps. When 
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I go astray, let thy good Spirit gently and speedily bring me back 
into the way everlasting. Enable me to pray without ceasing, 
and watch thereunto with al! perseverance ; and preserve upon 
my heart that sense of thy presence, that flame of devotion, and 
those devout regards to thee, wherein the happiness and joy @£m 
life consists. Employ me, O God, as an instrument of promoting 
thy service, and teach me to be faithful and diligent in the care of 
souls, as one that must give an account. Hast thou any work or 
business to do, or any sons of grace to raise up to Abraham? Hast 
thou any hard heart to soften, any dark understanding to enlight- 
en, any irresolute mind to determine, any sinner to save, any lost 
sheep to seek out and recover, any one dead to make alive, any 
new victory or triumph to be added to the cross of Christ, send, 
Lord, by the hand of thy unworthy servant, and he will bless thy 
Name while he has a Being 


And let me especially and affectually recommend my family un- 
to thee, which are my own flesh. As I love them tenderly, may 
I have the distinguished happiness of leading them home to thee, 
as the kindest and most beneficient office I can do them. Accept 
them as a sacrifice, which | would lay upon thine altar. Preserve 
them from the pollutions of the world, and let not the pains of edu- 
cation, and all my labours of love be thrown away: But do thou 
graciously establish thy covenant with me, and with my house ; 
to be a God to me, and to my seed after me. Moreover, let me 
have the honour to administer to the necessities of the poor. Let 
me never see my brother in need, and shut up my bowels of com. 
passion against him, Let me administer consolation and relief to 
the members of my exalted and glorious Redeemer, and be a ser- 
tant to the servants of my Lord, 


When at length the solemn period of death arrives, in those 
awful moments, be the eternal God my refuge : And though my 
soul and body shall be separated and disjoined by that convulsion, 
let both remain unted to thee. In that important hour, may I re- 
member this nry Covenant, and employ my latest breath in thy 
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service, and do thou O Lord, remember it too. Look down, O 
my heavenly Father, with pitying eye, upon thy languishing, dy- 
ing child. Embrace me in thine everlasting arms. Support me 
in the midst of the last agonies of nature. Put strength and con- 
fidenée into my departing, spirit, and receive it into the abodes of 
them that sleep in Jesus ; peacefully and joyfully to wait the per- 
formance of thy last swect promises to all thy saints, even that of 
a glorious and blessed Resurrection; and an abundant entrance 
into thine everlasting Kingdom. O divine Saviour! Thou hast 
purchased this Soul of mine, with thy own Blood! Before God, 
and the Angels, I have put it into thy custody. It is my all, my 
very being. As I know no other name that has salvation: With 
thee, I do solemnly deposit the sacred charge. Into thy hand, I 
recommend my precious treasure. On thee | suspend the happi- 
ness of all Eternity. 1 know in whom I have believed ; and when 
“1 shall be numbered among the dead, if this solemn Memorial 
should chance to fall into the hands of any of my dear children, or 
other surviving friends, may it be a means of making serious im. 
pressions upon their minds. May they learn to fear the Lord my 
God, and with me, to put their trustunder the shadow of his wings. 
May they recognize the God of their Father, and make this sacred 
engagement their own! and do thou graciously admit them to 
partake of all the blessings of thy Covenant; that with me, and 
all the nations of the Redeemed, they may ascribe to the Father, 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, that immortal tribute of praise, 
so justly,due to each divine Person, for the part he bears in this 
Allustrious work. Amen and Amen. 
Parish of Dyce, JAMES Hay. 
February 2. 





——aat => 
PATIENCE, 
THE evils by which life is embittered may be reduced to these 


four. 1. Natural evils; or those to which we are by nature subject 
as men, and as perishable animals, The greatest of these are, 
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the death of those whom we love, and of ourselves. 2. Those’ 
from which we might be exempted by a virtuous and prudent con- 
duct, but which are the inseparable consequences of imprudence 
or vice, which we shall call punishments; as infamy proceeding 
from fraud, poverty from prodigality, debility and disease from in- 
temperance. 3. Those by which the fortitude of the good are ex- 
ercised, such as the persecutions raised against them by the wick- 
ed. To these may be added, 4. The. oppositions agamst which 
we must perpetually struggle, arising from the diversity of senti_ 


ments, manners, and characters of the persons among whom we 


live. 


° 

Under all these evils, patience is not only necessary, but useful ; 
is necessary, because the laws of nature have made it a duty, and 
to murmur against natural events is to affront Providence: it is 
useful, because it renders our sufferings lighter, shorter and less 


dangerous. 


Is your reputation sullied by invidious calumnies ? rejoice that 
your character cannot suffer but by false imputations. You are 
arraigned in a court of judicature, and are unjustly condemned : 
passion has influenced both your prosecutor and your judge, and 
you cannot forbear repining that you suffer, although innocent. 
But would it have been better that you should have suffered being 
guilty ? Would the greatest misfortune that can befall a virtuous 
man, be to you a consolation ? The opulence of a villain, the ele- 
vated station to which he is raised, and the honours that are paid 
to him, excite your jealousy, and fill your bosom with repinings 
and regret. What! say you, are riches, dignity, and power re- 
served for such wretches as this! Cease chese groundless murmurs. 
If the possessions you regret were real benefits, they would be 
taken from the wicked and transferred to you. What would you 
say of a successful hero, who having delivered his country, should 
complain, that his services were ill requited, because a few su- 
garplumbs were distributed to some children in his presence of 
which they had not offered him a share ? Ridiculons as this would: 
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appear, your complaints are no better founded. Has the Lordof 
all no reward to confer on you, but perishable riches and empty 


precarious honour ? 


He that values himself upon conscience, not opinion, never heeds 
reproaches. When I am evil spoken of, I take it thus: if I have 
not deserved it, 1 am never the worse ; if I have, I will mend. 


The man therefore who possesses this virtue, (patience), in this 
ample sense of it, stands upon an eminence, and sees human things 
below him: the tempest indeed may reach him, but he stands se- 
cure and collected against it upon the basis of conscious virtue, 
which the severest storms can seldom shake, and never overthrow. 

Resign’d in ev’ry state 
With patience bear, with prudence push you fate ; 
By suffering well our fortune we subdue, 
Fly when she frowns, and when she calls pursue. 


—ump €¢P aa ——- 


Woetry, 


ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 


SEE the Lord of Glory dying, 

See him gasping, hear him crying ; 
See his burden’d bosom heave. 

Look ye sinners, ye that hung him ; 

Look how deep your sins have stung him— 
Dying sinners, look and live. 


See the rocks and mountains shaking, 
Earth unto her centre quaking ; 
Nature’s groans awake the dead. 
Look on Phoebus, struck with wonder, 
While the peals of legal thunder, 
Smite the blest Redeemer’s head. 





—— cee. 
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Heaven’s bright melodious legion, 
Chanting to the tuneful regions, 
Cease to trill the quiv’ring string: 
Songs seraphic, all suspended, 
Till the mighty war is ended, 
By th’ all-victorious King. 


Hell and all the pow’rs infernal, 

Vanquish’d by the King eternal, 
When he pour’d the vital flood. 

By his groans, which shook creation, 

Lo! we found the proclamation, 
Peace and pardon through his blood. 


Shout ye saints, with admiration, 
Fill with songs the wide creation, 
Since he’s risen from the grave : 
Shout with joy and acclamation, 
To the rock of your salvation, 
‘Who alone has pow’r to save. 


Bear with patience tribulation, 
Overcoming all temptation, 
Till the glorious Jubilee : 
Soon he’ll come with bursts of thunder, 
Then shall we adore and wonder, 
Singing on the highest key. 


See the blissful scene before us, 
Join the universal chorus, 

Bid the flowing numbers rise ; 
Songs immortal, sweetly sounding, 
Notes angelic loud rebounding, 

Trembling round the vocal skies. 
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